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Today, this interagency work is bearing fruit,
not only in the form of the guidance being re-
leased today but also through the many innova-
tive projects that are highlighted within the re-
port. For example, the Departments of Edu-
cation and Health and Human Services (HHS)
worked together on the Fathers Matter initia-
tive, producing a CD-ROM to help teachers,
early childhood educators, and social service and
health providers engage fathers in their chil-
dren’s learning. The Departments of Labor
(DOL) and HHS, with the Departments of Jus-
tice (DOJ), Education, and Housing and Urban
Development, have worked together to improve
employment and training opportunities for fa-
thers through the implementation of the wel-
fare-to-work program, which I fought to fund

in 1997 and extended this year. And through
the reentry initiative that I proposed and Con-
gress funded in the fiscal year 2001 budget,
DOJ, DOL, and HHS are working together to
address the needs of ex-offenders, many of
whom are fathers, as they rejoin their families
and communities.

I want to applaud the leadership of HHS
on this project and commend the Departments
of Agriculture, Education, Housing and Urban
Development, Justice, and Labor for their valu-
able contributions. I encourage States, tribes,
communities, and nonprofit organizations to use
this new resource to explore the exciting possi-
bilities for strengthening the role of fathers in
the lives of their children.

Statement on the American Heritage Rivers Initiative

January 19, 2001

Today my administration transmitted to the
Congress the “Progress Report of the American
Heritage Rivers Interagency Committee and
Task Force.” The successes of the American
Heritage Rivers initiative, detailed in this report,
are a tribute to the efforts of thousands of citi-
zens all across America who committed them-
selves to proving that what is good for the envi-
ronment is also good for the economy, and to
making their communities better places in which
to live, work, and do business.

When I traveled to North Carolina in July
1998 to designate 14 rivers across the country
as American Heritage Rivers, I was optimistic
about the prospects for restoring these water-
ways and reinvigorating the communities they
help sustain. Since that time, this initiative has
helped steer hundreds of millions of dollars in
Federal assistance to these communities to revi-
talize riverfronts, restore precious habitat, pre-
serve cultural and historic resources, save open
space, create recreational opportunities, and
spur economic growth.

At the same time, this initiative has helped
forge new partnerships between citizens, busi-

nesses, grassroots organizations, and local, State,
and Federal agencies. And it has helped dem-
onstrate how the Federal Government can work
as a good neighbor in support of local commu-
nities, helping them realize their own visions
for their rivers and their future.

I want to thank the many Members of Con-
gress who supported this initiative, including the
late Senator John Chafee; his son, Senator Lin-
coln Chafee; Senators Mary Landrieu, Carl
Levin, and John Kerry; and Representatives Paul
Kanjorski, Sue Kelly, Corrine Brown and Wil-
liam Jefferson. Three years after I announced
it, the American Heritage Rivers initiative is a
strong community-driven effort with broad and
increasingly bipartisan support.

I urge Congress and the incoming administra-
tion to build upon the great strides made in
just the last few years by acting on several rec-
ommendations contained in this report. Building
on this record of progress will enable commu-
nities across the country to continue their efforts
to bring new vitality to rivers that are truly the
lifeblood of our Nation.
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